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‘Let your light shine’

What an incredible evening we had last night at our Spring Concert! The children recited poems with confidence, played
instruments skilfully and sang brilliantly. Every year the standard of performance gets better and better, which is testament to
the hard work and talent of our children and the dedication and expertise of the staff who work with them. Thank you, families,
for your support.

| can’t believe there are only 2 weeks left until the end of the spring term. We have some eggsellent Easter celebrations
planned for the last week of term, including our annual decorated egg competition. Children are invited to decorate a hard-
boiled egg at home — be as creative as you like! Eggs should be brought to school on Monday 7" April and the winner for each
class will be announced on Tuesday 8" April. There are prizes for the winner in each class and every child who takes part will
also receive a small chocolate egg.

On Sunday we celebrate Mother’s Day and | would like to say a huge thank you to all the mums, grandmothers, foster mums,
step mums, mother figures, mums to be and all the men that are doing the mother and father jobs too. | hope everyone has a
wonderful day!

Have a lovely weekend everyone.
Miss Hodgkinson
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EVERY BODY COUNTS

SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES IN WARRINGTON

We provide help and advice for you and your family on...

Mental Nutrition Plc?sicul
wellbeing activity
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A free programme for children and young pecople aged 5-16 years* (up to
25 years with speci i )} and their familles. Our programme
will help family members make better informed lifestyle choices leading
to positive health gains including physical ivity 1 1l and

Tt Our app his I- i andi ive where our familles
will feel supported, their needs understood and coached for long term
behavioural change.
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#BeTheChange
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Parent Coffee Morning

8:45am on Friday 4t April. This session we will be welcoming
Warrington Wolves to talk about Everybody Counts, a brand
new, free after school activity for parents and children, the
Mental Health Support Team and Torus Housing Foundation.
Come along for a cuppa and a chat.




Local Authority Attendance Update
The Local Authority will now be issuing fines (fixed term penalty
notices) for parents who take children on holidays during term
time. The link below will take you to the LA webpage containing
information about penalty notices:
School attendance | warrington.gov.uk

BE ON TIME!

School starts: 8:40am
Children must be in before 8:50 or they will be marked LATE.

Places in St Barnabas Nursery Available

. We have places available in our nursery for 2, 3 and 4-year-olds. 1

Please ask the school office for an application form or to make an
* appointment to look around.

We can also assist with 2-year-old and 15 hours funding applications. 1

Starting Reception Class
If your child was born between 15t September 2020 and 315t August
2021, they are due to start reception class in September 2025.
You will need to apply for a place here:
https://www.warrington.gov.uk/primary-school-admissions

Wishing all our Muslim families
and friends around the world a
happy and blessed Eid.

SPRING FAIR

Saturday April 5t
12- 3pm
in church

Stalls include:

Cakes ~ Bric a Brac
Gifts ~

Jewellery ~ Refreshments

Tombola ~
Raffle ~
Poke a Pot -~

Jigsaws & Books

Everyone Welcome
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Easter Eggstravaganza!

Our annual decorated egg
competition is taking place soon.
There will be a winner from each
class and all entries will receive a
chocolate prize! Competition entries
should be brought into school on
Monday 7t" April. Winners will be
announced on Tuesday 8t April.

Our Christian Value for this half term is:
Creatovity’

“Creativity is seeing what everyone else sees and thinking what no one
else ever thought.”
Albert Einstein

This week we pray for those living in places affected by climate change.
Please help us to protect and care for our planet.

This week’s big question is:
Can we get more or less creative?

Attending school on time every day is the best way to ensure your
children’s future success. Children with good attendance achieve much
better in school and go on to get better jobs than those with poor
attendance. The government expects all children’s attendance to be at
least 96%.

Here is our class and whole school attendance for last week:

Class Attendance
YR 95%
Y1 97%
Y2 93%
Y3 98%
Y4 99%
Y5 99%
Y6 96%
Whole School 97%

A great week for Y4 and Y5 who have both achieved an impressive
99%. Our overall school attendance last week was 97% - this is
fantastic — keep it up everyone!

1 School Uniform
= Trainers should only be worn on PE days.

Black school shoes should be worn on all other days with school
| uniform. Thank you for your support.

StBarnabas
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Friday 11th April
MENU

BBQ Chicken in a Bun with wedges and
sweetcorn

OR

Hunters Chicken with wedges and 7
sweetcorn

Cheese Flan with salad potatoes
selalniolisdioindiioib ook

Easter Cornflake Cake
Or
Fresh Fruit

Chilled Milk or Water

Please pay £2.80 via Parent Pay, if you normally pay for your
lunch. Reception, Years 1 & 2 do not need to make payment.
Thank you.



https://www.warrington.gov.uk/primary-school-admissions
https://www.warrington.gov.uk/school-attendance

Staying Safe Online
Our guide this week focuses on the world of social media and a platform called Bluesky. This is a microblogging platform and as

accounts have to be public, this opens up the potential to trolling, cyberbullying and the spread of misinformation. It should be noted

that Bluesky is a platform with an age restriction of 13+.

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and

s with the ¢

we and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate

conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

td Parents & Educators)\\leed ?to-

While Biue!sk;«r has been around since 2019, it's suddenly taken off in a big way thanks to o

significant exodus from X (formerly Twitter). Indeed, it looks and behaves a lot like Twitter before
Elon Musk bought the platform. Bluesky has been touted in recent months as a safer, more

rating of 17+ & Google
Play rating Mature

open-minded alternative to X — but like any social media site, it still has its share of risks.

~ NO PRIVATE
ACCOUNTS

While most social networks allow \
accounts to be private, at the time of

writing, all Bluesky accounts must be

public. The development team has indicated
this might change In the future, but the appis
built on a public-first protocol. If private
accounts are ever introduced, it may only be in
a limited way - such as through the
implementation of group chats.
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INTERACTIONS WITH
STRANGERS

Every account being public means that

¥ can be by any alse.
While users don't have to respond and can
easily block people and move on, it does mean
that youngsters are ot particular risk of being
conned by scammers, messaged by predatory
adults or exposed to others with Il Intentions.
These h ds can be cor by the fact
that Bluesky doesn’t require its users to provide
their real name.

TROLLING AND

BULLYING etk

While Bluesky currently feels a lot friendiier than
X seems to have become, its lack of private
accounts means that there’s nothing to stop
users from trolling and cyberbullying younger

ple. While can be blocked and
reported, a persistent bully could simply create
a new profile, potentially making their victims
feel unsafe in continuing to use the app.
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B DANGEROUS
a MISINFORMATION

i d news org have
fact and aditi but
social networks have no uur:h controls and
can often serve as breeding grounds for
4] lon and disinfor | Bluaskv will

ibly be no once it a

certain s{:o, and children may not have the
critical thinking skills to tell fact from fiction - or

to discern an informative, honest user from o
malicious one.
ADULT TARGET [ €
AUDIENCE L&,
Bluesky isn’t designed with children in mind,
and there aren’t many parental controls on the
platform. in an interview with the BEC, Bluesky's
CEOQ originally said that the app would only
allow users aged 18 and above to sign up, buta
later clarified its age restriction
as13+. This could im ply the app was ariginally
meant for an adult audience and suggests that

making the platform more child-friendly might
not currently be a priority.

RAPID GROWTH

At the time of writing, Bluesky seems

calm in comparison with other social

networks where moderation is lax and the

atmosphere toxic — but that's due at least in

part to its smaller community. The app has

recently been adding as many as a million users

per day. and if that continues, there'll be more
users to , and moderators

:ould struggle to maintain the pleasant

environment Bluesky is currently known for,
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> Advice for Parents & Educators
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USE THE ADULT CONTENT FILTER

Bluesky doesn‘t have much in the way of parental controls, but there ara

N
LOOK OUT FOR FAKES

P isap on all social While the [ are ¥
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content filters which can hide sexual and grap . These are
for ts but can be

 ENCOURAGE BLOCKING AND REPORTING

Another tool thot Biuesky uses to ensure a decent experience is muting
and blocking accounts. The former prevents you from seeing o specific user’s
content, while the latter stops them from seeing yours. If a child is encountering trolls

or bullies on the platform, encourage them to use this function, while also reporting the

offenders to help make the platform a nicer place for everyone.
-
4
Meet Our Expert
Alan Martin is an experienced technology journalist who has

written for the likes of Wired, TechRadar, Tom's Guide, The
Evening Standard, The Guardian and The New Statesman.
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by
turned on in tho ‘Modumtlon section of the
app's seltings. The 'advanced’ Bluwk\r Moderation Service Icts you restrict content even
further, hiding - for = sell rh ic, and even rude posts.

=

n [wuw.thenationalcollege

g orgroom children by pretending to be a
lar infl oronline g 1i 1 is unigue in that it can be connected to
official domains, with users’ handles Ilnlclng to other sites; while this isn’ t widely used right
now, it could be a reliable way to verify celebrities and public figures in future.

KEEP AN OPEN DIALOGUE

As with all social media platforms, moderation and :unhnt filters can only do so much;

it’s highly likely that a child will y face y. For that reason, it's.
important to make sure that young peop!u are aware of the risks und know how to handie
the technology if anything they see on the app makes them feel unsafe or uncomfortable.

The
National
College’

@wake.up.wednesday o) @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 26.03.2025




School Term Dates 2024 - 2025 \

Monday 24" February = School opens

Friday 11t April School closes for Easter break

Tuesday 22" April School opens

Monday 5" May Bank holiday — School Closed

Friday 23" May School closes for half term

Monday 9% June School opens

Friday 27% June Warrington Walking Day — School Closed

Friday 18 July School closes for Summer break

21.3.25 Y3/4 Rugby session

21.3.25 Comic Relief (Red Nose Day)

27.3.25 6pm Spring Concert — Y3, 4, 5 & 6 taking part. Tickets are free, 2 per family, please pick up from the

school office.

1.4.25 6pm Primary Arts Network Performance at the Parr Hall — Y4 & 5 taking part

3.4.35 Y4 trip to Quarry Bank Mill

4.4.25 8:45am parent Coffee Morning

4.4.25 Reception trip to Chester Zoo

7.7.25 3:15 — 4:30pm Starbooks Easter Cafe

8.4.25 Nursery and Reception Easter Stay and Play Session

9.4.25 10am Whole School Spring Service at St Barnabas Church — all families welcome

9.4.25 Donkeys visiting our school

10.4.25 Nursery - Easter Stay and Play Session

11.4.25 Learn to ride — Y3/4 bikeability session

11.4.25 School closes for Easter break

15.4.25 10am — 2pm Easter Holiday Club

16.4.25 10am — 2pm Easter Holiday Club

17.4.25 10am — 2pm Easter Holiday Club

18.4.25 10am — 2pm Easter Holiday Club

22.4.25 School opens for Summer term
e e e e e  m m m m m m mm m m — ———— -
| Meet and Greet I

Don’t forget, if you have any issues in the morning or at the end of the day, a member of staff will be outside for you! We have

I staff available every morning and afternoon at each entrance gate —we can help you with any issues you may have, no matter how I
| small. Please come for a chat if you need to. |
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‘Golden Ticket’ Easter Rafile

Friday 28t March 2025 — il w

). » s
Holid::.y Activities ‘CI:I:'IH Food

Tickets £1 each and are on sale now
1% Prize Warrington Wolves Season Tickets (Adult + Child) Are your Ch“d ren S m]
on benefit related
free school meals?

2" prize Massive Pokémon Hamper

3" prize £25 Just Eat Voucher

And another 32 other prizes including... If yes, they can attend up to four fully

fund_ed holiday activities this Easter. Browse now at
* Easter Treats Hamper * Huge Pikachu Soft Toy * Giant vn;arrlngton._gov.uk. Bookings open 9am on Monday 10
Mursery Toy Bundle * Lego Rabbit and Cuddly Toy * Stitch arch. Email haf@warrington.gov.uk to find out more.
Backpack and Soft Toy * Basketball Hoop * Karaoke Set * Not eligible? .
Handbag Bundle * Puppy Cuddly Toy * Power Ranger and Many clubs offer paid places at a reduced rate.

Money Box * Craft Hamper * 2 x Children’s Headphones *
Children’s Headphone and Party Light * Children’s
Headphones and Plush toy * Lantern, Candle and Scarf *
Fuzzy Duck Toiletries * Toy truck and car sets * Lynx Set and
Braces * Pink Bear * Blue Plush toy * Purple Plush toy *
Dragonball figurines * 10 further prizes of Pokémon
Landorus, Thundurus & Tornadus Card Sets *




